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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 



DATE: Saturday, January 8, 1977 

1:15 p.m. - 2:40 p.m. 

PLACE: The Secretary's Dining Room, 

>' 8th Floor' of the Department of State 

PARTICIPANTS:' Ambassador Huang Chen, 

Chief of PRC Liaison Office 

Mr. Tsien Ta-yung, 

j (Counselor at Liaison Office) 
(No. 3 man) 

Mr. Hsu Shang-wei, 
(Interpreter) 



Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, 

Secretary of State 
Mr. Cyrus Vance, 

Secretary of State-designate 
Mr. Philip* Habib, 

Under Secretary for Political Affairs 
Mr. Winston Lord, 

Director, Policy Planning Staff 



[Secretary Kissinger introduced Secretary-designate 
Vance to the Ambassador and the other Chinese officials. 
The three men walked over to the waiting photographers 
for a picture-taking session and some brief exchanges: 

Secretary Kissinger : As you know the opening to China 
was one of the most important initiatives of the 
recent period. We have always attached the greatest 
importance to the normalization of relations with the 
People* s Republic of China and to the various statements 
wc have jointly mode about our concerns with respect 
to hegemony and our commitment to improving our relations 
and to normalize our relations. I have had the opportunity 
to speak to the Secretary-designate about this and he 
suggested that we might explore these subjects in a 
conversation with the Chief of the Liaison Office, my 
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why wc are meeting here. 

* mbaS sador Huang : Thank you (in English) . Happy new 
year 1 

QUESTION : I wonder if wc could ask M^"^? nistration . s 
g=S a to°f no^a h l? 2 fJorof rations with China. 

Mr^e: Insofar ^^^^^U^ 
China are concerned, they =°"^"" e ^° t . s In i really 
the Shanghai communique. I thinK tnat 
should say at this moment. 

QUESTION: The -es identic t -id that he "would ^end 
y ou on va rious missions, Mr. Vance. uo y 
going to Peking?- 

anything like that now. 

QUESTION: Could we ask the Chinese MbMjJo^ 

gS'ifSS £S S'-SSSSS^ of Sine- 
American relations? 

*<= far as our policy and position 
Ambassador Huang: As far ° u se P eral y ti mes talked 
is concerned, our i eaQe ^ s conversations, several 

with your leaders during their converse , ^ 

times. Our position an £ P^ 1 ^"^"* about our 
friend, Dr. Kissinger, he is very^cle ^ ^ 

QUESTION: I wonder if "^^C^^S" 
oT-EEi-tobassador. We keep ^ faring aU kinds 

S^^cSffi- S'eSy'is happening, 

(Laughter) 

^^^3^: (to the Ambassador, Mr. Ambassador, 
he asks me worse questions . 

BMha » M dor Huang: (laughing) Rumors. Rumors. 



SECRET/NODIS 



^CPnOOUCCD AT TUG IMTtOMAl AHCNVCS 



DECLASSIFIED 
ByjJjT. KARA Dale 



gF.r.RET/NOPlS 
-3- 

room for lunch at 1:25.] 

• • whenever you go to Peking, Cy, 

* i n 1975, Mr. Vance 

aSsasaSffiJSssa* * e IftbS time i was in **i»g. 

STS5?^Si opportunity to meet you. 

w^s in China, and in fact 
weight in China. 

^^^^ How long were you in China: 

1 Mir. then gave a run-aown 

Mr. Vance: About three weeks. (He then 9 . The 

being served at the table.) 

comes here with ?ater thoy'U get him. 

Dcportment, but sooner or 

(Laughter) 



if- 



Mr vance: forewarned. I've known hi, before 

*£a-Std with hi- before. ^ 

5££-^^^ cul ?ura y i revol^on* (daughter) 
Department neuUs a cultural 

aSzjSWfe' The S rrnrse=rrt y ary m nafever *ade more 
Sf^ e ^rheTas"%| e we e are y very grateful. 

SecreiarxKiS£iS2S£= That ' S trU6 ' 

Secr^Cil^- 1 ^erfon ^secfeftrip^re^er 

« and uses a spec 

kind of wood. 

t rMrfn't see it when I was there. 
Mr. Vance ; I aidn c see x 
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Ambassador Huang. -. The whole dinner was served with 
parts of ducK only. 

That's riant. It was an all-duck 
Se cretary Kissinger : That s 
dinner. It was Saturday lunch? (to Lord) 

Mr. Lord: Yes, it was after the tour of the Forbidden 
City. 

Secretary Kissinger : We arrived on a 

City, had a brief meeting, and ^en the peKing 

"great disorder under heaven". (Laughter) . 
(Mao tax was then served) 

We negotiated the Shanghai Communique , Cy, 
Chinese. (Laughter) 

ambassador Huang : Some °* J^j^l^L^hter) 
Shanghai communique were created by youi m a 

to challenge that position. 
China-one Taiwan, or one China two yuv<- 

srf us-iS.*™- ^t^rss; essss^ 
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our relationship with the PRC was one of the most 
important initiatives that was undertaken and one 
of^c most important elements *»fi»*«^~i 
equilibrium. We expressed this xn the Shanghai 
Communique and in other communiques -- our mutual 
concern with respect to hegemony , with £°|P°= L to 
t-he danaers of hegemony in the world. Ana we 

to our own. 

embassador Huang : He met five times with you. 

[Chairman Mao and the Secretary] 

s^retarv Kissinger : We'll wait until they are 
?jn-Uhed rfthe waiter s) . These are all old frienas 
(ceslurLg toward the Chinese) whom ve have known 
now on every trip one way or another. 

Mr. vance : How many trips have you made there, Henry? 
Secretary Kissinger : Nine. 

Ambassador Huang : And you met the late Chairman Mao 
five times. Bur Chairman Mao had maybe the longest 

SfJittthe main common point being we are 
against the Polar Bear (Laughter) . 

. Mr. Vance : Yes . 

(There were then brief informal mao tai toasts 
to old frierfds and new friends.) 

s^rstarv Kissinger: With respect to^th e Taiwan 
T *q»e we have co n f irmed our commitment to tne 
orinciple of one China, and we have on a number of 
occasions made clear that we^t support * 

^^fafflSli'tTt STlSEoS correctly 
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troops from Taiwan, and abrogate the Tr 

Ilk finceTr! SScf alTvLited China the year 
before, so today I would 3 us t the 

recenri!sue P of n T i,eTaS^^^ 

of remark runs counter to the prxnciples of the 
Shanghai Communique. 

sasrssas aarass sets as- 

relations . 

(Mr. Habib was talking to the Secretary as the 

sirs mr- sii£ 5ssn.rssas-. 

from Mr. Habib. Laughter.) 

asSaSSSS^SLtuSSrSS lounfatlon'ol present 

Communique constitutes tnc J 0 ^" 0 ddes strictly 

Sino-OS relationship and only £both«£ f c ^ un i que r 
^hln^elatlon^ b!tween P our two countries can continue 
SM^^^^^Z fefulffn Tarmfng 
the Sino-US relationship. 

Mr . vance : Let me say that I fully accept the 
principle of one China. 
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with the Nor tli Vietnamese, ana y° 
do to one's nerves... 

. the Ambassador was kxnd 

-This is what I should do. I'm 
g^SU Su put some weight on. 

we will see how my successor 

Secretaxy_K^su»ger: Yes. 
EimaTiithTF problem. 

Mr . Vance : Which problem? 
secretarv^is^er: Th e weight problem. 
^-^T^Tthe food is this good, X wxll not 
^f^the problem very well. 

♦ tf Kissinger: Blumenthal. He was a Chinese 

u • He still speaks Chinese. 
Mr . Vance: Yes, In Shanghai. He stUl 



ssts^s^ sw- "«-°- a — " 
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QA«rctarV Kissinger: Yes. 

?l£i _ Jia nce: yes, he's going to China. 

But Mr. Vance und Mr. Blumon tn he tQld us 

^^rssisss- w » J£ - cession. 

Mr. Vance : Right . 
c^torv Kissinger: Not I. 

Mr vance, you are Chairman of the 

^^^^^^ 

Mr. Vance ; Yes, I was. 

iSTSS ^ goofwishes to Mr. Vance. 

David Rockefeller will arrxve 

Tn China on January 21. 

nr— " /go " retarv K issi ^ ; Yes * 

x saw him g-otgr ggt^-y:.*^ - 

Sting "starting today and as g ".^ ^ 
people of ^ ^"lateral Commi cai ^ left t0 
Administration there is pra 
meet together xn Tokyo. 

T i,, D ni wa vs found that x 
§BS£^li^^ ese %rie^ S Lin lines of our 

S-^Shl-^orS-* dialogue. 

we ll I would hope very much that we would 
i^ihifSnd Tfrank dialogue.. 
A _m^^HH-£= - would like to do the same. 
(Thet e was some discussion among the Chinese 
which was not translated. 

„ ~\ a t sav that President Carter has 

c^r.RET/NQDIS 
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and to emphasize the fact that we consider of great 
importance the continuing relationship between the 
US and the PRC. 

Ambassador Huang : I will convey his kind regards to 
Chairman Hua, and also I would like to ask you to 
convey to Mr. Carter our best regards. 

Mr. Vance : Thank you, I shall. 

Ambassador Huang : (to the Secretary) I learned from 
the newspapers that you have got a lot of invitations 
about your future. One recent piece of news is that 
the Chairman of CBS will soon resign, and he will 
maybe ask you to succeed him. How true is that? 

Mr. Vance : Is that true, Henry? 

Secretary Kissinger : The Chairman of CBS is a very 
good friend of mine, and anyone who knows him must 
realize that the idea of his resigning is inconceivable 
to him. Is it conceivable to you? (to Vance) 

Mr. Vance : No. 

Secretary Kissinger : He is a very good friend, and 
we meet often socially. I would like to be chairman 
of something. (Laughter) 

Mr. Vance : That would be fine. I would have someone 
to complain to. 

Secretary Kissinger : It's a title that I like- (Laughter) 

Mr. Habib : You could be Chairman of the Central Committee. 

Ambassador Huang : Chairman is like President. 

Secretary Kissinger : But our consitution prevents me 
from becoming Presiden t . 

Ambassador Huang : It reminds me that during the talks 
with President Nixon you told Chairman Mao about your 
constitution. 
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Secretary Kissinger : That\s correct. The Chairman 
took a very kind interest in my political future. 

Ambassador Huang : And you did say that Nancy Tang 
could be President. 

Secretary Kissinger : (to Vance) Do you know Nancy Tang? 
Mr. Vance : Yes. 

Secretary Kissinger : She was born in Brooklyn and 
she has every qualification that I don't have. 

Ambassador Huang : (to Vance) Have you met N^.icy Tang, 
the Deputy Director of our Office of American and 
Oceanic Affairs? : 

Mr. Vance : Yes. She acted as interpreter for us when 
I met with the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
the acting Premier. 

Ambassador Huang : Vice Foreign Minister Han Nien-lung. 
Mr. Vance : That's right. 

(There were then informal mao tai toasts, 
including the Ambassador's wish that the 
Secretary become a "Chairman". Mr. Vance 
and the Secretary then discussed Mr. Paley's 
likely reaction to the thought of the 
Secretary's taking his place. They also 
agreed that Mr. Paley would be a very good 
man to invite to China some day.) 

Mr. Lord : (to the Secretary) The Ambassador is 
just back from a trip to Houston and New Orleans. 

Ambassador Hunng : It was a relatively short trip. 
I was invited by some companies which have a trading 
relationship with China. 

Mr. Vance : With China? 

Ambassador Huang : Yes, it lasted 4 days, and I had 
to return yesterday. 
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The Secretary : Did you cut it short because of this 
TuncE? 

mooting? We did cut short tho program because orxginaUy 
Ambassador Phillips of tho US-China. Trade Council^ 
invito mo to visit Atlanta and Florida, but this part 
has been postponed. 

The Secretary : But I'm sure you can take up that invitation 
again- 

Ambassador Huang : It was a ^ ««Jing trip 
because it was first trip to the f«£h «nce I 



came 



because it was my . . 

here The people in the South were very friendly 

Awards us.* Wherever we went they *? re JSM^SiSSS* 
tow people do wish for early normalization of relations 

between our two countries. 
Mr. Vance : That's true. 

Ambassador Huang : I still remember ^^/^I" 
+n\A me that in the- opening of the relations cowaiu 
China by former President Nixon, this step was supported 
by the two parties. 

The Secretary/Mr. Vance : Yes, that is true. 

The Secretary : I have also made this point to our 
Chinese friends. 

Amb assador Huang : It will be four years this coming 
May since I came here; During this period I did 
Experience through contact with your leaders, the 
Concessional leaders of both parties, th. ««ngr-. 
and the Senate, and also government 
common people - all this proved what Mr. Kissinger 

said. 

The secretary : Frankly, when I went to Ch ina on th e 
■ orrp i. i- r 4 0 T was more worried about the reaction 
In the Rep^blicanParty than in the Democratic Party. 

Mr. Vance : That's right. 

The Secretary : We had Governor Reagan sitting only 
fifty miles away from us. 
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w^^dor Huang, ; Fifty miles? . 

Los Angeles. 

Thiq is fifty miles away? 
w,* SS ador Huang, ; This is m y 

fhg Secretary : Ves. 

En-lai on my first trip. " e J» announ cement would 

(Tsien Ta-yung nods yes.) 

true . I had never had a press 

The Secret ary, : That s true. 

Conference ut to that occasion. 

Mr. Vance : Is that- true? 

•4. ,nc +-he first time on the 

^^^n^. Time flies so Cast since the 

£irst secret crip . 

T4- h-.q been nearly six years. 
£ co^IcationAhat -e to us 

through Pakistan. 

exciting moment m history. 

t 4.H-inic it was the single most 
The Secretary, : I think it was t china> 
ixciting momtnt for me, that trip 

Mr. Vance: Of your career? 
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The Secretary: And of course it was my first acquaintance 
with the Chine se style of diplomacy, in which I learned, 
as I have said publicly, that the Chinese word counts, 
that one can rely on what our Chinese friends say. 

Mr. Vance ; Yes. 

Ambas sador Huang : I still remember the last time when 
I came to meet with you, and you mentioned this 
particular sentence. You told us that when you said 
this to the reporters you made a comparison with Uio 
other side [the Soviet Union] . 

The Secretary : That is correct. 

Amba ssador Huanfr : We have also said many times that 
very frankly our experience in dealing with tte 
Russians is, to sum up in two sentences: first, they 
will bully the weak and are afraid of the strong, 
tod that their words are usually not trustworthy. 
(Laughter) That is why you should never be weak. If 
yon Ire weak, soft, the Polar Bear wants to get you. 

The Secretary: My impression is that when you have 
a Secretary o f State who used to be the Deputy Secretary 
of DefenseVu have someone who has an understanding 
of the reality of power. 

Mr . Vance : That's true. I think I understand the 
reality of power. 

The Secretary: You know I nominated Mr. Vance for 
this position six months before he got it. (Mr. Lord 
commented that he managed to get it anyway 1 
was at a meeting of the Board of Time Ma 9 az ^ n ^ s ^ 
months before. They asked me whom I would like to 
see as Secretary of State if Mr. Carter won, a 
contingency I was trying my best to avoid, and I 
said "Mr. Vance." 



Mr 



. Vance: You see, he really is a Chairman. 



[The Secretary then rose to make a toast.] 

'Vhn Secretary: Mr. Ambassador, since this is the last 
occasion tor^ e to host you officially. I would like 
to use this occasion to say and to drink to: lasting 
friendship between our two peoples, the continued 
improvement of our. relations, and the achievement of the 
great goals we set ourselves in the world and in the 
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normalization of our relationship. 

^-..to Huang, I would like to toast to friendship 

between the Chinese people and the American ^ l 

T he Secre tary.: My successor will have my full support 
in pursuing this policy. 

Mr. Vance : Thank you, Henry. 

Ambassador Huang : You are quite old friends. 
Mr. Vance : Yen, old friends. 

The Secretary : , I may even talk to Walter Cronkite 
about him. (daughter) 

successor about your experiences. 

frequently since he was appointed. 

Mr. Vance : Yes, we have. 

The Secretary : Several times a week. 

ftmhaSS ador Huang: So we believe that our views on 

to Mr. Vance, 
new Secretary. 
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Ambassador Huang ; For example, our leaders talk 
to you continually about our view .on the United 
States-Soviet relationship, and our view is that the 
United States has vested interests to protect around 
the world, and the Soviet Union seeks expansionism. 
This is an objective phenomenon which is unalterable. 
For instance our view on Soviet policy is that 
their policy is to make a feint toward the East while 
attacking the West. 

The Sec retary : I have also told the Ambassador that 
this may be true, but to us it makes no difference 
how the world equilibrium is overturned. We must be 
concerned with j both Europe and Asia. 



Mr. Vance : Yes. , 

Ambassador Huang : (after discussion among the Chinese) 
Wo alno know your view. 

Tho Secretary : I don't deny that it could happen 
that way. As you know from our campaign, the 
President-elect is very dedicated to strengthening 
the relationship between the United States and 
Western Europe, and building up the strength there. 

Mr. Vance : (to the Secretary) I might say a word 
on that. 

Perhaps I might say a word on that. During 
the campaign, as Henry indicated, the President-elect 
said on several occasions that one of the cardinal 
principles of the, foreign policy of the Carter ^ 
government would be not only strengthening the political 
relationship of the United States and the countries 
of Western Europe but also to strengthen our NATO 
forces — not necessarily by adding other forces, but 
by reviewing equipment and making sure that the most 
modern weapons were in the hands of the troops; 
that deployments were most strategically located; that 
the reserves were fully and adequately trained; and 
that we would have the capacity to move those forces 
very rapidly from the United States to Europe in the 
event of any conflict. I would anticipate that some- 
time during the first year there will be a review of 
NATO forces to make sure that they are adequately 
and properly equipped and any changes that need to 
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be made will be made. Although no final decisions 
have been made, of course, I would anticipate that 
the new forces of the United States would also be 
strong. (Discussion among the Chinese) You may 
have noticed, Mr. Ambassador, that the Navy has had 
the foresight to place in the White House four of 
the five last Presidents. (Mr. Vance anfl the Secretary 
discussed the names.) 

The Secretary : Actually the last five. 
Mr. Vance : A monopoly. 

Ambassador Huang : I think what Mr. Vance mentioned 
about the review and NATO forces is really very 
important. As we talked to Dr. Kissinger before, 
the Western European nations are too weak, too soft, 
so we should encourage them to unite and strengthen 
their forces. As we know, Europe is in need of the 
United States and vice versa. So that's why we 
hope you will strengthen your equal partnership. 

We also hope — another very important thing ^ 
to take care — we hope that the Munich thinking in 
Western Europe should be decreased, because this 
kind of thinking may lull vigilance and demoralize 
the peoples 1 fighting will. If the situation is 
like this, the forces will have no fighting morale. 

The Secretary : Well the internal situation in 
Europe is complicated. 

Well, Mr. Ambassador, you will be dealing with 
my friend, Mr. Vance, in the future. I'm glad 
you did us the honor of visiting us. 

Ambassador Huang : But our friendship will remain 
in the years ahead. 

The Secretary : I count on it. 

Ambassador Huang : You have many friends in China 
still. 



, SECRET/NODIS 



UPflOOOCCD Af tlC UATIOMW. AflOBVfS 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority Ttfi lO 

ByjtfclKARAOzie 



SECRET/NODIS 
-17- 

Th Q secretary : I treasure them very much. 

ft T nnorGciate very much today 

An^n gsador Iuang I a P?^""d letting me have the 
g^Sfll" 5 , ^successor",.! Vance. 

Mr. Vance: Thank you. I look £r£rd vory much to 
continuing in my predecessor's footsteps. 

A-nhnasador Huang : Welcome. 

IThe two sides then got up from tho table, on the^ 
way out Ambassador Huang and the Se=f £ r £ Kissinge r 
cordial farewells, including greetings to _ n 
and the mutual affirmation J*at^heywo ^ 



